


With regards to Thomas and Eliza Sadler McCleary, I have the following to share
with you. Thomas McCleary was born March 13, 1803 and died March 22, 1851. Eliza
Sadler McCleary died July 31, 1856, aged 50 years, 6 months, and 29 days. This is all
the information available on the McClearys. It was garnered from their gravestones in
Rock Chapel Cemetery. Both stones are clearly legible, although Eliza’s has been
damaged on the top. Lydia Leas Sadler’s gravestone is in very good condition. The
gravestone of William Sadler, Sr., is deteriorating, but the dates remain reasonably
legible. Thomas and Eliza are buried right beside Eliza’s parents.

I found it interesting to discover that there must have been some tradition with
regard to how gravestones were marked differently with the dates for males and females.
Married women were always identified as “the wife of” someone, but more interestingly
their birth dates are never inscribed. Instead, their exact age to the day is inscribed under
the date of death. Men, on the other hand, are identified by name with the date of birth
and the date of death being given; sometimes, as in Thomas McCleary’s case, exact age
for a man is also inscribed.

I have included some photographs of the gravestones, which I thought you might
find helpful. If this information has been helpful to you, and you would like to offer a
small donation for the preservation of Rock Chapel, you can make your check payable to
“Rock Chapel” and mail it to us here at York Springs Church. Again, I apologize for a
long wait. If we can be of further assistance in your quest, please do not hesitate to be in
touch.

Sincerely,
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